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Although the event has long since
passed, this time ['m going to write about my
New Years' experiences.

In New Zealand New Year is a time for
resolutions. This means that we make a
promise to ourselves to stop doing something
we don't like about ourselves or to start
something new. My vivid childhood memories
are of my father giving up smoking. Every
vyear my father made the same resolution.
Then, during our family holidays he would
resemble a lion pacing irritably in a cage.
Thus my resolutions are always goals simply
obtained.

While many New Zealanders were
gradually getting drunk | felt that the
Japanese, or at least the Umaijites. style of
celebrating was a lot more refined. Instead of
running around kissing and hugging once the
New Year had been broken, | found myself
ringing the bell at the shrine and making quiet
pravers for the year ahead.

My friends and family constantly
remind me to “make the most of my time in
Japan and to do and try as many different
things as possible”. Of course they are right.
But why does one have to embrace challenge
and change only when one is overseas?
Shouldn' t we all have this aim? So this year

| won't make any impossible resolutions. | will
be happy just to push my boundary of
experience a step further. How about you?
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